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were changed; not, as we have reason to "believe as to the principles of opposition, but as to the expediency of adopting under an alteration of circumstances, so that this State shall continue in the Union. At the same time, giving such constructions to some of its articles, and relying on the sentiments of a majority in the United States, with respect to an opinion of its defects, that the government would be restrained in the exercise of its most offensive and dangerous powers, until a new convention should have an opportunity of reconsidering and revising it, before it should have its full operation.
This alteration of sentiment with respect to a conditional adoption, and the mode of adopting it in its present manner, it is to be presumed, was caused by the reception of it by nine States successively; by which the government was capable to be put in operation; and likewise [by] the immediate and subsequent adoption of it by Virginia, perhaps one of. the most influential and important States in the Union. The confidence of those who were of these sentiments was excited, because many of the most important States, had acknowledged it by small majorities; and almost all, in such a way as was expressive of its defects: and hence they considered amendments as certain; subsequent as precedent.
Thus unsupported by any of the States in the prospect of a conditional adoption, and for these reasons, it became a political calculation with them, whether it was not most for the interests of this State, under all circumstances, to continue in the Union, and trust, for the reasons aforesaid, for amendments. Unhappily, this occasioned a diversity of opinion among our friends in the convention, who were for a conditional adoption only. However, the question, as you well know, was. at last carried in the way it now stands. Altho' a division took place, both within and without the convention on this point, and for these reasons, yet we hope that a confidence remains on the minds of all, that each was governed by the principles of rectitude; and that the efforts and exertions of each other collectively, as well as individually, will be considered a duty in future; and made use of to obtain the great objects we have all had, and still have in view, to wit: the requisite amendments; by having a general convention called immediately, or as soon as possible after the organization of the new government.
With this design, we conceive it will be very necessary to advert to the ensuing election of members to represent this State in the assembly of the general government; and